"An Encounter with Sir George Cayley
(1773-1857)"  
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presented by 
Jim Matthew  & Ian Wormald
Former Physics Professor at York University & Former BAE Test Pilot
 

    Thursday 13th December 2007 
Hughes Hall, Cambridge 
 

Jim Matthew and Ian Wormald will give a theatrical performance of the life and works of Sir George Cayley who is often described as the father of aviation.
In the 1790s Sir George described the basic aerodynamic forces of lift, weight, thrust and drag, and in the 1850s produced a glider which flew successfully with his reluctant coachman on board - the first recorded flight by an adult in an aircraft.
The RAeS was formed in 1866 to share aeronautical knowledge and circulated Sir George's papers.  These were used by the Wright brothers in the development of their aircraft which flew the world's first controlled powered flight in 1903.  A modern day adaptation of Sir George's glider has been flown recently by pilots who included Sir Richard Branson - pictured above - to celebrate 150 years of aviation.  The commemorative flight took place over the dale in Brompton by Sawdon, near Scarborough where in 1853 the first flight took place.
 

Jim Matthew and Ian Wormald have delivered this lecture at many events including the Sopwith lecture at the RAeS, Hamilton Place, London and as a public lecture “Yorkshire’s Leonardo” at The National Portrait Gallery in London and to several RAeS branches including Toulouse.  By presenting aeronautics in a theatrical rather than a strictly scientific way, this lecture can truly be enjoyed by all ages, so especially at a time leading up to the Christmas holiday, please do encourage as many of your friends to come and bring their family.
 

Please come at ???? on Thursday the 13th December to welcome Jim Matthew and Ian Wormald - who have made the journey from different ends of England with all their theatrical equipment - for an evening which will be full of fun.
 

Biographies
Jim Matthew was formerly the Professor of Physics at the University of York and is an Honorary Fellow of RAeS. Jim has a special interest in Electron Spectroscopy, Surface Science and is fascinated by the history of science.  He is a member of the Sir George Cayley 150th Anniversary Committee that organised the commemoration of the first manned flight at Brompton by Sawdon on 5th July 2003.
 

Ian Wormald FRAes, former Royal Air Force reconnaissance pilot and flying instructor, joined BAE Brough as a test pilot in 1985.  He ceased flying in 1991 due to a medical accident and thereafter graduated with an honours degree in history.  He is an active Fellow of the Royal Aeronautical Society with special interests in simulation and training.  Inspired by the under-recognised work of Sir George Cayley through employment at BAE Brough and by Dr John Ackroyd, of Manchester University, he teamed up with Jim Matthew and is Chairman of the Sir George Cayley 150th Anniversary Committee.  He and his committee have plans to further commemorate Sir George Cayley by establishment of an appropriate monument, hence fund raising activities will continue until that aim is achieved.
 

 

 

